
In the following there is an interview with a student from the “Don-Bosco 

Schule” in Rostock (MV, Germany). His name is Alban Wichmann. He goes in 

class nine. I interviewed him to find out what students think about the 

homeschooling-time. Yes, of course I hold the minimum distance of 3 meters to 

protect myself against the Corona-Virus. 

The Interviewer: When did your homeschooling-time started? 

Alban Wichmann: I’m working at home since two weeks now.  

And how are you working? Do you get your exercises by mail? 

No, I’m not getting my exercises by post. I am taught via the internet. My school 

has an internet platform where students can communicate. It is great. On this 

platform I can see what my activities are. And I can download work sheets for 

different subjects. A few teachers make a “calling-conference” with the whole 

class once a week. Me and my classmates are very lucky to do that. Other 

schools haven’t any possibilities to do something like that. 

Do you like homeschooling? You sound happy when you tell me that. 

I can’t really say, that I like it. There are many advantages. I think my school can’t 

improve anything. There is nothing that the teachers could do in a better way in 

this special situation. But there’re also some disadvantages. 

And what do you think of? 

The hardest thing is to share one computer with my family. My mum has her 

own working computer. But my dad and my sister also need our family 

computer, the one I use. Normally it is no problem. I don’t need the computer as 

often as I do now. But I am lucky that my sister has to learn for her school leaving 

examinations. So she doesn’t really need the computer at the moment. 

Another problem is that I really don’t like to sit in front of the PC all day long. I 

need a computer or mobile all the time. That is very exhausting. 

The third point which I don’t like is that I need more time to learn something at 

home. There is no teacher who explains actively what you have to do, how 

something works. So I have to cope with my exercises all on my own. Sometimes 

that needs a very long time, much longer than if I could just ask a question at 

school. 

And what do you like? What are really benefits? 

It’s great not to get up at 6 o’clock every day. So I can sleep longer. I don’t have 

to do subjects in a moment I don’t want to do them. So I can work very flexibly. I 

can also vary my free time. In my view it’s really important to work when it’s the 

right time for me (not at 8 am) and also to make breaks when I think it is 

important. This is really good. I am able to organize myself.  

Another fact is that I don’t have to write any tests at the moment. I think 

projects and long homework are better than learning for many tests and 

forgetting a lot after I am having written them. … 

Now, my last question for you: Can you imagine to do homeschooling all the 

time?  

Actually no, I need my friends, the social contacts get lost if I sit at home all day 

long. For a few weeks it is quite funny to work at home. But I don’t want to do 

homeschooling longer than four weeks.  An option could be to organize 

homeschooling once a year for all students of my school. Everybody may work at 

home a few weeks once a year… That could be great. 

Thank you very much Alban Wichmann for this interview. 

2. An interview 

Some history of homeschooling 

Homeschooling is a trend which original comes from the noble people. Till the middle of the 

20
th

 century children of noble families used to be taught at home. The USA were the first 

country who allowed homeschooling for all children. That was in the 1980
th

. Then many other 

countries made homeschooling legal.  Just a few people in Germany may do homeschooling. 

These are children of families who have to move very often. For exemple students of circus 

families. 

In the following is an overview for how long students all over the world have to do 

homeschooling because of the Corona-Virus.  

 Germany: 16-03-20 till 19-04-20 

 The USA: 16-03-20 till 03-04-20 

 Italy: 04-03-20 till undefined time 

 Spain: 10-03-20 till 03-04-20 or longer 

 China: 05-02-20 till 23-03-20 (the first schools have opened again now) 

 

 
Homeschooling 

A house lesson of two noble girls in 1880: 

source: https://klexikon.zum.de/wiki/Hauslehrer 

This is me, working at my desk at home: 


